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5 HAVE not troubled the public with . 
8 y reply to the Sermon you addreſſed to 
; me; wor, as you fondly imagine, beenuſts 

- || unhappily' tainted with the principles that . 

_ }  mntic picce was icended © combat. Te 1 
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Fiery! in e or T deen ſatisfied with th 
vate congratulatory bleatings of the unfortunate 
Hoek you fodder, . I ſhould not have made a M 
. attempt to fully your triumph : but as 
vou have thought fit, in the 'public papers, to 
celebrate, with a degree of wanton. infolence, 
not very conſiſtent with. the pretended piety of 


: 0 your principles, and the frumility of your pro- 


15 Wo of ſelf-evident principles, ſuſtained by hack 


feſſion, a victory, which, like the great Tom 
Thumb, you. have attained, not by vanquiſh- 
= ing your foes, bat in finding no foes. to vun- 
quiſh; it becomes neceflary to let you ſee, that, 
with the town of Geneva, you owe your ſtrength 
to your weakneſs; and that you have been hi- 
therto ſpared, not from the want of arms or 
1 courage, but from. 2 . e . 
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weg quotations. badly arranged and ill. ex 
1 preſſed, I hall give you! all the credit that the 
SR communication of ſuch. terial wEurhs itching 
5 * hs e 23 of 8 n 
5 ar of eloquence, you make ary application 
of theſe principles to the Comedy in-queſtion:; 
burt as all you ſay there, has been. ſaid: before; 
and much better, I take the liberty of ſubmite 
ting to the public the * Objections originally 
wade to the Mano, by one of the founders: F 
. ne et. 255 wy ae 
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whick were poblihed immedinely aber ee 
ä of — . 


i tht the W FP 1 . baer 
for the room of x letter, I have ſatisſiech myſelf = 
with am extract, which contains the ſubſtance of 
each; and, for the mort. diſtinctneſs, ſhall 1 75 
the Objections as they occur, with 280 Aniwers 
10 n 1 > . 
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"The Geo have for tile: 8 A N 
# and CunrTrcarMemarks on a Droll or Inter- 
& e called 1 * to be ac 

— nfs, ant. 
15 von is not =. Droll or Interlude. A Droll, 
Ait is the fame as the Interlude, was a part of 
he entertainment amongſt che Greeks, and 
was performed by the chorus. Im our theatres 
& is the dance, and at Tottenham-Court it is 
the ballad, or muſical entertainment, which 
Alls up the: ſpace: between the diffesent parts 
of the performanet: but a Drolt is generally 
luppoſed to be a kind of theatrical not a dra» 
matic entertainment, diſtinguiſhed by che name 
of Farce, and is a fort of lodge-podge, here 
the mangled limbs of probability, common 
fenſe, and decency, are ſerved up to gratify 
the voracious cravings of the moſt depraved ap- 90 
petites. But a Comedy is an exact repreſenta- 
tion of the peculiar manners of that people av 
mong whom it happens to be performed; a 
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8 ue "I Conti * ibddteiciuntez and * 
6 8 to the community: ſo that it is not th 
* Wn extent, but the object of the piece, that deter- 
mines the title. A poem of one act miby be aw 
excellent comedy, and a play of five a moſt en 
= _+- <crable farce; and I hope, that the characters 
1 i in the Minor are not ſtrained above the mo- 
1 Aeſty of nature, nor their employment unſuit- 
= - able to theis rank,” or inconſiſtent” with. _ 
=—_ aao 3 . . 
3 8 5 2 vr dd on Of ati he 5 . 1 
. ee Mr Pb eee 
ON, = any of his competitors,” in debauching, 
jf poflible, and debaſing the ſtage - by doing. 
_ that which nobody elfe in theſe kingdoms ever 
had the confidence to attempt ; by che intro- 
_ duction. of real and living characters into Rd 
pieces. Phat this was the original method of 
_ _ © comedy nobody ean deny; but the ſenſible A 
Ta thenians found the ill confequence- of it. 80 
_ erates/ that divine philofopher, (if we may call 
Him divine, who was almoſt a heathen through 
the unhappy prejudice of education), was alk 
lowed: to be the firſt man for wiſdom and vir- 
tue, not only in Greece, famous fon great menz- 
80 but i in the whole world: yet this man, when 
mae was in his higheſt reputation, when the pr in- 
= ' C*Tipalyouth of Athens were under his tuition, 
nud his advice was taken in the moſt important 
5 e affairs; this very man, at this very 
5 W could not with all his glory get the better 
1 Hf the ridicule of Ariſtophanes; who, in a co» 
mae ay called he Clouds, made a * of bim with 


R 
bed Socrates next to their TY 4 


after this burleſque foppery. dicht after night; 4 


and ſome, of. the | beſt writers have dated t 
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| 1 e the firſt exhibition. of this contemp- a 


ible farce, which, however it might appear in 


i acting, is ſuch a poor piece of writing, that } . 
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wy” ] I this charge 1 you are, at Once . 
Erroncous, and vnjuſt: Lou err in Jour 9 tos 
of the nature of the ancient comedy, and are . 


unjuſt in attributing 1 its revival to me, When, at. 


the ſame time, chat honour is ſolely due to thy 


xeverend gentleman whoſe advocate you are. 
But for the better determining this. queſtion, 2 
ler us conſider where the ſpecific difference lyes, 
2 the en e and modern c= ; 
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"The ancient ods was 2 Ee of ; 


real. perſons and facts; in the middle comedy, 
the perſons. were real, and the facts feigned; 


in the modern, both the perſons. and the facts EF 


were fictitious, Now, Sir, though i in the MINOR 
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io: 


you may call ſome of the characters real, vet N 


| you muſt, at leaſt, allow the fable to be an in- 


conſtruction to be ranked in the order of a 


at aac L was a a The pe e 


vention; that piece, therefore, wants juſt . 0 


cient comedies. But let us, on the other band, 175 
conſider the claims of your Hero for a niche 
near Theſpis in the temple of Apollo; and for 1 
this purpoſe we will examine ade ok his pieces, 1 5 
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well W ad after the manner of Ar 
— planes and Plautus e wilt diſtinguiſty it from 
the principal incident, by the name of Mutton, 
# comedy. As am introduction to this enter“ 
tainment, we were told by the chorus or pros” 
logue, wat che perfor were them living, that 
_ the Galogue really frappened betweery them, and 
mat the cataſtroplie of the leg of mutton and 

ips, was a literal fact. In this compoſition 
ou '$e, Sir, we have at orice every member of 
the ancient comedy. Thie method'of declaitne 
uy or conveying. it, too, was preciſely after 
the Greek in recitative ; and tho' we had not 
the accompaniment of the bible dextye and _ 
| Fra, yet a melodious naſal ewatig, produced b 
an orcheſtra of old u en, who ſucrounded 
the actor, amply fupplicd that deficienty. To 
this when I add; that, after” the manner of 
Thbeſpis, the piece was exhibited in a carr upom 
2 common, not a fingle doubt can, 1 think, 
vemain. Dieirur er plauſtris vexiſſe premata 
Fheſpis.. Perhaps the critics may object to the 
divine machinery of this piete, as believing the 
beg of mutton might have been produced with 
- propriety enough by natural means. Nec Deus WW 10.4 
interſit niſi dignus vindite nodus. But as the m- 
del of the mutton was produced previous to the 
exiſtence of Ariſtotle or Horace, it would be ab- 
furd, in a profeſſed imitator of that model, to be 
_ diretted by their rules. From this difquiſition, 
* Sir, and the earbeſt inclination your reve- 
rend friend 2 hows ro ain 1 þ re 2 
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* bee th Epilogue ro the Minox, eee cl 1 
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2 Kurt, 
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burn, think we may venture; withoutany. 1 
Z// 
gounce him the real reſtorer of the 1e | 
bo. > per uy WEI OT a Ab 15 by 
Ce VV e t f 
Fa Non . am i repidity 5 com . 
adering your ignorance in dramatic produc- 
tions, is a little aſtoniſhing, that Mr Foote, 
amangſt the moderns, is the only man who b. 
produced real characters upon the ſtage. 
What thiak you of 4 countryman of ours, one 1 
| Shakeſpeare ? In travelling through his page. wo 

aid you. never meet wien s boorith, [illiterate 7 
willing, tedious country Juſtice called Shallow? 
Have you never heard that this man's real name. 
vas Lucy? and that his inflexible ſeverity to 
our author, for a venial ſlip in his youth, pro- 1 
eured him a ſeat 1:99 $1507 EO —_—.  ' 7 
demued to n eg . 1 i db l * 7:30 
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"1 A 1 Ae FO 1 Td ey Wea ook tf N 5 1 
. „ eee cert ain 1 comic. poet, „ 
whoſe diſciple you pronounce me to be; and 

to the unbounded licence of whoſe exccrable ; . „ 
tarces, produced and foltered by the corruptios 

and depraviry-of the age, the untimely death of — 
Socrates. was wing. As to any reſemblance 

vou think you may have diſeovered between 4 
my little. piece and the works. of that great mar „ 
ter, 1 am too much flattered with the compa- „ 
riſon to think of pointing out your miſtake; 3 
Weave, Mat taſk to my enemies: But from het 1 
er did you « e Tenn mee, 
R 8 
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5 —— or have ſuck d from ſome muddy 
gutter the impure ſtream with which you pol- 


This was the era whey the Attic: genius tei: 


pides, bn or rhe 
ſprigheiy come muſe of Aristophanes. 


gbien che human mind, and diffuſe the glory 


| the ſacrifice of Socrates was reſerved” for the. 

age of bigotry aud abject flavery, when Lys 
fander bad changed the conſtirution of Athens, 
from a Democracy to an Ariftocracy, hen 
. the thirty rulers had eſtabliſhed an abſolute ty- 
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A Mile Dight harmleſs raillery, at 
| Haps, were foibles in the character of that great 


minds of the multitude? it mut have been at 

| the time when Socrates was upon the ſpor;/ in 

| | the very theatre where he had been drawn, to 
make a diſcovery of his o,] imperfeftions, 
with a declared reſolution o amend 'them. 


* fact . charge as 4 eriwe upon 
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hf bas ale 16K your h 


hate the -brighteft period the world ever ſaw; 


umphed; when its liberty was pure and virtu- 


ous} when u citizen could have gone from's 
conference with Socrates, to an oration from 
Demoſtbenes, dad has e cloſed his cveniag with 
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Kona 


flouriſhed Plato, Tenophou, Ariftorle, Iſorrateo, 
Thucydides, and Eſchytus, men born to 4 


of heir country to lateſt poſterity, No, Sir, 
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e Clouds was extibitet in che eighth 
of the Pelopounefian war, at leaft rwenty- 
years before the death of Socrates. bhp gong 


in, @A HH ©a ja +. 
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man, have excited ſuch an inflaramarion in the 


But the real truth is, Sir, Socrates fell for the Wtaj 
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Uriulers. The refentment of that ty rant, joined 


very, Critias, were. the , unhappy, only inftru- 


philoſophers, whoſe not being a 


pad. juſt 399 years before Chriſt was born, 
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ings which thoſe yery infirmiticy bare gender. 
ed them "incapable of properly executing, it is 
their wes fault, if the ſource that ould ac- 
[ire them compaſſion, degenerates int - 
Gain of ridicule. d Tanciborough's 
| ox | Fx N * os 
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- by-che thawed the-public bore Socrates, for ha-. 


ments, that, before his time, claſed the eyes of 
Chriſtian: Ido not, like you, impute to the vier 

WA * Vlce . 
al his education; for let that hae been as it 


obſtacle ta his cyer joining in one communion | | 


agen a preacher; of God's word, in the name 


"Bit if men, wich thels infiratties, with artemge 


y Lord Lan rough's gout 
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5 e, if it had not hobbled a minuet at court} 

| oy ſhould Mr $quintum have ſhown the whites 

of his eyes at the Hay-market;' if he had co 

ned his circumſpection to the tap· room of the 

Bell at Glouceſter; or, after his admiſſion to 

te miniſtry, modeſtly ſubmitted to the decent 

„ Lotter 6f-:country cure: but if, in deſpite of 

2s) art / aud nature, not content with depreciating 

eee e his ow order; with a coun- 
tenance, not only inexpreſſive, but ludicrous; 
2udialect, not only provincial, but barbarous; 

2 deportment, not only aukward, but ſavage : 
he will produre himſeif to the whole public, 
and there deliver doctrines equally heretical 
' and abſurd; in à language at once inelegant and 
ungrammatical, he muſt expect to have his pre- 
tenſions to oratory derided, his fincerity ſu · 

ſpected, and che truth We his mak A pare 
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_ £20berv1 145 not eighcly ew N i weint 
i by ' enthufiaſiy :: if people mean by enthuſiaſm, 


chat the Methodiſts pretend to the extraordk 
nary operation of working miracles, or ſpeaking 

| with tongues, they are no enthuſiaſts, for they 
pve ber laid claim to any uch thing. But if they 
only mean, that enthuſiaſm is à ſtrong perſua- 
Non of the mind, that we are guided in an ex- 
4 traordinary': manner. by immediate impulſes and 
. impreflions of the ſpirir of God; n . 
43 Oh not injure them. ** 
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af, 1 Are you N . pelle 
” -- nog 'of the word — n weak 
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that the term was never” applied by me to he 
leader of the Methodiſts, but to his deluded + 
diſciples only; for che very eflenceof an enttu. 
faſt is, that ' though nüſtaken, he in ſincereg . 
thougy erroneous, he is in earneſt, 
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in divinity, is a kind of a cell. 

gious phrenſy. miſtakes the dictates of an 
inflamed imagination, the vapours of a troubled ; 
brain, for the operation of a divine poſſeſſion, e 
the eee of an immediate inſpiration: nor 
is it material; that che enthuſiaſt ſhould think 
himſelf che perſon inſpired; if his diſtenipered — 
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ff, Ps in ſuch eſtimation in Greece, that the ex- "I, 

=—_ hibition of the tragedies of Sophocles alone, vi. 
_ oOeoſt the Athenian: ſtate more than the whole WM 10 
=_ _ Peloponneſian war; and the profeſſion of the fa 
| ſtage was at that time ſo far from contbmptible, M co 

SAFE that even their ambaſſadors were ſelected from wi 


| 7 body of the players. They were hot indeed 35 
in equal repute at Rome, for the ſame reaſon, = - 


WE: chat i in the deeline of the empire, the pr; I 
HW - „ 6 of the bar fell into diſgrace, becauſe the * of 
_ feſſors of both became mercenaries : but till 
©. 0 the dramatic. authors had a Scipio, a Lælius, 

2 Mxcenas, an Auguſtus, for their patrons; 


and to ſum up all theſe names in one, the actors wt 
bad a. Cicero, for heir friend, The Romans da 
9 1 were ſo far from ever diſcountenancing dra - G. 
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have quoted, St Auguſtine, obſerves y tRat 436 
Fears after Chriſt, the theatres began to be 
cloſed ii the great towus of Italy, owing to the 
| incurfions of the Goths and Vandals, Niſi forte 
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mentions; in ſeveral of his letters, that the 
theatres were ſtill open at Rome; ſo that; in all 


probability, the playhouſes were not totally ſnut 


till the ſack of Rome by Totila; then, indeed, 


when the wives and children of the Patricians Th 
were compelled to beg their bread at the 


doors of their own palaces; plays, players, arts, 
ſciences, and even the . mans daun in 
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virulent declaimers againſt the ſtage, you ſeem 
to lay infinite ſtreſs on the authorities of thoſe 
fathers who have condemned it, without One 
conſidering where they lived, and when 8 
wrote. Clemens wrote in 192, Chryſoftom,! in 
354, St Auguſtin in 436, all of them. in Italy, 


wiy. converted, Feaſts, inſtituted in honour | 
of the Heathen gods, were undoubtedly not 
only very indecent, but very dangerous lights . 


for Chriſtian converts; they might have revi- 
yed an affection for their ancient rites. But 


What is all this to us? we have not the ſame 
danger to apprehend. I never heard that Mr 


Gartick ſacrificed to Pan, or Mr Rich danced = 
à jigg in honour of Cybele. The prohibition 


of the Roman theatres to the primitive Chri- 


ſtians, has no more relation to our playhouſes, Dane 


than to a horſe-race at ns or a ball 5 54 f 
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=: iow and honeſty; temperance, ſobriety, and 4 
_ eur; and that with ſuch ſucceſs, that if there 
would be a rebellion in England to-terrow, 
j RE... God of his infipite'mercy forbid, he does 
” _ notdoubt but that twenty thouſand of his flock; 


_— = "= with theſe principles, would rife with 
=: . - one: hand and. one 0009/66 3 15 i 
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, 1 of your favourite paſtor: ſhould ſereen his 
_- _ ignorance,,.and ſhelter his impoſition. I did 
vat, indeed, at finſt conceive,. of what. conſe» 
5 duence to the public your friend's. political 
2 - erced; would be, til * yourſelf have given. 
„ -___ moſt alarming reafon. Twenty thouſand 
men are, it ſeems, wot to take the field, 
whenever their ſpiritual guide ſhall give the 
word of command I am very forry, Sir. that 
any ſuch power ſhould be lodged in other 
hands, than where the conſtitution. has thought 
proper to place it, but more eſpecially in |/ach 
bands. The Aſiatic impoſtor ſubjugated almoſt 
all the Faſt, with leſs than half that number of 
mien; but, as 1 ſuppoſe this declaration. will be 
eam vaſſed in another place, and; if true; its 
eovſequences properly guarded. againſt, I ſhall 
= reer! it to their conſideration, to whom it more 
A diately belongs But pray, Sir, who a+ 
8 eee you are the Antinomians ? Are the 
Adoctrines of that ſect the tenets of the taber · 
nacle? In vain are human laws inſtituted to 
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to deprive them of both. The greater er ine 
you commit, the greater glory you give to God; ; 
the virtue of the blood of Chriſt being render 
ed meritorious in proportion to the greatneſs 
of the offence it is to expiate. | This very opi - 
nion I receiyed, as the found ſenſe of "Re #46 
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putation of males fit to carry arms, who are 
Tiſted in his ſervice, and the price they are wen! 
known to pay for admittance; even into the 
gallery of his theatre, I ſhould. ſuppoſe his an- 
nual income muſt double chat of the Primate's. 
| To this may be added private benefactions, an 
occaſional contributions. The proportion of 

this that he allows to the poor, who, but him- 
ſelf, can difcover ? Some fpecious oſtentatious 
acts of it (for it is a proſtitution of the word 
to call it Charity) are the mere tricks o 1 70 
trade, che baits,. the fpringes.. EL OFT 


© Over Vents)! in his e 1 pur. PIE bh 5 5 
preſfions into the mouth of Mrs Cole, 2 brd, . 
fit en e f 


45 3 Why, they as come 3 is _ 5 Dog», 7 4 
of a * very little better than the devil; _ = 
n 'B 3 Hin 6 5 i N , „ vn 

Bl ” | : : 1 Y tf 


77 „n : 5 
2 y 8 . 
£74 ws 7 IS - 
; 8 * 7 
k 


. " © 
3 
4 1 
1 
3 


7 
2 . : 
3 
7 = - 
» N 
4 
* Hl : * — 
; | "1 
< | » x = 
1} 
10 3 : 
| 2 * 
7 
j ) . WM 
C 9 
3 
N 14 
— . 


5 e chase 1 teachers 34 
not pour humble ſervant; theſe are her worde, 
not une. Would you have a mirror. reflect 
beauty from deformity ? I do my duty, if the 
dcop is a faithful tranſcript, of the original; 
and of that the public are judges. The plain 
Points to be determined. are theſe: I there ſuch 
8 character in mature as Mrs Cole? That grant» 
ed, is that character a proper object for the 
dage ! Why, if u dereQion of the-moſt conſom- 
' mate hypocriſy, and guarding the moſt inno- 
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'- | the cxaſts, and ſubrleties of the moſt artful and 
daeũgning. be of ufc. ro; ſociety, no object ſo 
proper; but thewahe words, providence, rege- 
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diſhonqour is reflected on the words themſelves, 
or the ideas they repreſent, Does any man con- 
_ dema Ben Johnſon for giving. his bypocriticak 

ſaints, Tribulation and Ananias, the. language 
of the ſeripture, though employed. in a work 
5 diametrically oppoſite to the ſenſe and ſpirit of 
tte ſeripture? Rut to ridienle what is ſaid in 
a church! and why not, if What is faid. there. 
dͥeeſſerves ridicule? Is it a crime to pick a pocket 

at church? Its being a church is an additional - 

rteaſon Why a man ſhould not have done it; 

1 _ be it is no argument 
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as never to be produced. but in a particular levy 
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, whoſe coaverſation is an eternal pgoſti- 
avs tis of. words and thing IE profane - 

neſs. conſiſts in idly: mentioning. the Supreme: | 
Being, what. offender muſt he be, thas 
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ps martyrs, but that the Tottenham teacher him- 
5 puts me in mind of what happened at à certain 


Ubeller of the revolution : The priſoner has 

_ *"dared, gentlemen, to vilify even the revolu- 
„ tion, gentlemen; 4 meafure, gentlemen, vi- 
e fibly begun, conducted, and completed, by 
the peculiar interpoſition of divine Provi- 
., dence; and not only chat, gericines, bur 
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Wha, perhaps they are of your own compoſing ? 
| Otherwiſe, we are told, that to fing praiſes, was 
one great purpoſe of cheir creation. But I for- 
get, theſe are your own angels too; nay, it's 
baut reaſonable you ſhould people your paradiſe, 
131 "ye T's "OO are * not ee to cajole 


next line is extremely happy; Joys not only 

"Me to 
what occurs in the progreſs of your poem; you 
there make a conveyance to your Fifciples of 
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Ka the as e of Moorficlds! ru 1bawl, 
Friends, fathers, mothers, ſiſters, ſons and all 
Shut up your ſhops, and liſten to my call, : 5 F3Fʒ„bñ 
With labour, toil, all ſecond means 8 „„ 
And live a rent · charge upon Providence. PE yi , 
Prick up your ears; a ſtory now L'Il tell, 5 1 
Which once a Willow: and her child befell, 
I knew the mother and her daughter Well. V 
Poor, it is true, they were, but never wanted 1 „ 
For whatſde er they aſk d was always. nome FN VVA 
One fatal day the matron's truth was tryd: „ 
She Wanted meat, and drink, and Tory: Re Vols. 

Mother. Oh, Child! Noe got x no Ke? THe 

Child. What 1 matters that ? ur, Providence 1 . 

NE dead. 
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With iN ri this trath 4 child might fo, | „ 
For there came in at noon that very day, _ „„ 
Bread, greens, potatoes, and a leg of mutton, 45 10 „ 
A better ſure a table ne er was put on. 
Ay, that might be, ye cry, with thoſe poor fouls, ATE „ 
ee mas raſker for the eon „ 
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